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Introduction
It was pleasing to see a good standard of responses from many candidates in this 
examination series. Indeed, many candidates wrote with understanding and insight about 
the key themes.

The paper requires candidates to answer two questions in 100 minutes. Examiners 
commented on the fact that many candidates this series had clearly used their time to 
very good effect. Although some responses were quite brief, there was little evidence of 
candidates having insufficient time to answer both questions.

There was a wide range of responses across the mark range, but the paper appears to have 
worked in the sense that the most able were stretched whilst weaker candidates were still 
able to attempt answers to both parts of the examination.

In part A, most candidates were very skilled in using the language of cross referencing, 
but a significant number often matched statements that showed a comparison for agree 
or disagree and did not explain or draw out the inferences that are necessary to develop 
a cross reference.  In part B, whilst some candidates were very knowledgeable, it was 
disappointing to note that a significant minority of candidates relied very heavily on the 
material in the sources. Centres are reminded that candidates are expected to have a 
reasonable range and depth of knowledge that can be applied to the part B questions.  

Candidates should take care that they can spell technical words correctly, especially when 
those words form part of the question or the sources. Some candidates over-used words 
such as ‘inference’ and did not have a secure understanding of its meaning. However, 
overall, the language used by candidates seemed to contain fewer colloquialisms and slang 
language this year than in previous examinations.

The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1(a)

There were some excellent responses to this question.  The best answers were able to 
see the agreement between Sources 1 and 2 in terms of popularity and between Sources 
1 and 3 insofar as both highlight O’Connor’s deficiencies in terms of leadership.  The very 
best were able to weigh up the evidence and address the fact that popularity does not 
necessarily make for effective leadership. There were also a number of candidates who 
included a great deal of their own knowledge in this section, which is not a requirement and 
cannot be rewarded. The majority of candidates realised the importance of weighing the 
value of the sources, but this was done with varying degrees of success.  Most candidates 
were unable to recognise both the positive and negative aspects of the provenance of each 
of the sources. Some candidates perceived Sources 1 and 3 as secondary sources and this 
impacted on their ability to make meaningful comments.
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Question 1(a)

There is sustained cross referencing in this answer, not just of 
content, but also of provenance. The sources are weighed and 
interrogated throughout. The candidate reaches judgements 
in relation to the focus of the question. This is a secure level 4 
response.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1(b)(i)

This was by far the more popular of the two questions in part b. The very best answers were 
detailed, analytical responses, driven forward by the sources and supplemented by specific 
and detailed own knowledge. These looked at the case for the 1832 Act being passed to 
address the criticisms highlighted in Sources 5 and 6, but were also aware of the need to 
pacify the external agitation and the threat of revolution argued by sources 4 and 6 and 
thus break up the middle/working class alliance. Some of these responses also considered 
other factors that explained the reasons for reform. The most effective responses were 
able to recognise the subtle difference between the threat and reality of revolution. Such 
answers also generally had a very secure supporting own knowledge that was able to 
identify the threats in the period 1830-32. Some candidates tried to fit the sources into a 
predetermined line of argument; this was generally not such a successful approach as that 
taken by those candidates who used the sources to drive the argument. Some candidates 
relied heavily on the material provided by the sources. Some responses discussed events 
such as Peterloo in considerable detail, but failed to consider the events of 1830-2 at all. It 
was disappointing to note that many candidates made generic points regarding provenance 
which cannot be rewarded under AO2b.
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Question 1(b)(i)

This answer shows an awareness of the issues that are involved in 
this question and the conflicting interpretations of it. The sources and 
secure own knowledge are integrated to reach a judgement. There is 
developed reasoning from the sources and a weighing of the arguments 
in them. This response is level 4 for both assessment objectives.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1(b)(ii)

This question was tackled by fewer candidates but there were some very good responses 
seen.  Such answers often focused on the relative impact of the 1867 Act on party 
organisation and policies as opposed to leadership and policy.  They looked at the case 
for and against the question and based their answers around the sources, supported and 
developed with their own knowledge.  Weaker responses tended to rely heavily on the 
sources. If candidates did not have a strong contextual knowledge, they struggled to make 
sense of Source 7’s reference to the ‘Birmingham model’, although they were able to use 
the other two sources more effectively. Some candidates lacked focus on ‘political parties’. It 
was disappointing to note that many candidates made generic points regarding provenance 
which cannot be rewarded under AO2b.
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Question 1(b)(ii)

This is a very impressive answer which uses the 
sources to drive an argument and integrates this 
with substantial own knowledge. This is a very good 
level 4 response in both assessment objectives.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2(a)

Most candidates understood that Sources 1 and 3 supported the representation in the 
question, and even where they struggled to fully comprehend Source 2, most were able 
to see that the source did not support the representation. The best answers were able to 
distinguish between reality and rumour in both Sources 1 and 3 and to use this to weigh the 
arguments. Whilst these answers were generally able to refer effectively to the provenance 
of the sources, there were many candidates who made very generalised comments. 
Candidates should be encouraged to read the provenance carefully and apply its message 
appropriately. Source 10’s provenance, for example, referred to the fact that Malthus’ ideas 
were ‘influential in the 1830s’, but many candidates focused on the date that the essay was 
written and criticised its usefulness on that basis. There are still too many candidates who 
work through the sources sequentially, making some valid links to the question, but rarely 
engaging in cross referencing the sources. It should also be pointed out that although some 
own knowledge can be included in order to contextualise the sources, there is no credit for 
long descriptions; some candidates wrote extensively on the work of Malthus, Chadwick and 
Bentham.
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Question 2(a)

This answer clearly is trying to cross reference the sources and 
is looking for points of challenge and points of support. Although 
it is not fully developed, it does show some understanding. 
The provenance is treated in a separate paragraph and would 
benefit from being integrated. This is a secure level 3 response.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2(b)(i)

Approximately equal numbers of candidates attempted each question in this section. 
This question was answered effectively by many candidates. The sources were used very 
effectively to identify both the positive and negative responses to Chadwick and his work. 
Many candidates were able to use the references in Source 14 to miasma theory to criticise 
Chadwick.  There was a lot of good supporting knowledge on Chadwick’s role at the Board 
of Health, writing the Report, influencing the 1848 Act and encouraging government 
intervention.  There was also good detail on alternative individuals who it could be argued 
made a greater impact, like Snow. Some weaker candidates struggled with understanding 
the message of Source 13 and saw this as proving that Chadwick was making concessions 
to vested interests, but it was unusual to see answers which did not deal with aspects of the 
sources with some valid own knowledge. It was disappointing to note that many candidates 
made generic points regarding provenance which cannot be rewarded under AO2b.
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Question 2(b)(i)

This response selects relevant material from the sources and 
integrates it with some valid own knowledge to address the terms of 
the question directly. It is clearly aware that there is a debate going 
on and the comments are linked to this. Note that the conclusion 
finishes by commenting on the provenance of the secondary 
sources; this is not required and not credited under AO2b. Overall 
this answer scored a secure level 3 in both assessment objectives.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2(b)(ii)

Approximately equal numbers of candidates attempted each question in this section. There 
were a range of answers to this question, although the sources were comprehended by 
most candidates.  They used Source 16 and parts of Source 18 to agree with the statement 
in the question and Source 17 and parts of Source 18 to disagree. Most candidates could 
offer some supporting knowledge although it was sometimes limited to little more than 
references to the Andover scandal.  Better answers focused on the implementation of the 
1834 Poor Law and then analysed to what extent its harshness has been exaggerated.  
They often pointed out that whilst in many respects it did cause great hardship, there 
were aspects that were exaggerated and that for many conditions improved as the century 
progressed. Such answers were able to offer support for the arguments of Source 16, 
referring to improvements later in the century to medical care, treatment of the elderly and 
superior education and employment opportunities for some workhouse children. The best 
answers utilised the sources to debate the question and integrated valid own knowledge 
with this.  Weaker candidates tended to work through the sources, describing some of 
the worse conditions to be found in workhouses. It was disappointing to note that many 
candidates made generic points regarding provenance which cannot be rewarded under 
AO2b. 
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Question 2(b)(ii)

This answer uses the sources to construct a line of argument 
that is supported with an impressive range of own knowledge. 
It therefore achieves level 4 in both assessment objectives.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
A general summary of the areas for improvement in the approach to this paper which may 
prove of benefit to centres.

Part A

1.   Candidates should spend sufficient time reading the sources to ensure that they 
understand the nuances of the arguments presented.

2.   Candidates should treat the sources as a package in order to facilitate cross referencing. 
Weaker candidates often resorted to a brief summary of each source in turn. Such 
responses cannot go beyond level 2.

3.   Provenance should be integrated within the argument, rather than treated as a stand-
alone paragraph. This aids its use as part of the argument. Candidates should avoid making 
sweeping assertions from the provenance that could apply to any source.

Part B

1.   Candidates need to ensure that their subject knowledge conforms to the specification. 
Weaker responses usually relied very heavily on information derived primarily from the 
sources.

2.   In order to address the question effectively, candidates need to offer an analysis driven 
by the arguments raised in the sources, not a descriptive or chronological account.

3.   Whilst it may be relevant to use the provenance of the contemporary source(s) to judge 
the weight that can be assigned to the argument, there is no such requirement for the 
secondary sources. Indeed, some candidates often engaged in generalised comments that a 
particular historian is or is not reliable at the expense of developing argument and analysis 
supported by specific own knowledge.

4.   Candidates need to ensure that where the question asks them to deal with a specific 
time period they do not stray beyond those parameters.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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